Empires come and go. Both Hungary and Serbia were part of the Austro-Hungarian and Communist empires. Although these empires have gone, on the evidence of the reviews published in this issue, their legacy, in terms of culture, law and institutions, remains. The authors highlight that, on the negative side, this legacy includes stigma and the neglect of people with mental illness, although these are hardly exclusive to these countries.

Effective protection in law, including guaranteed access to mental health services, is an essential component of ensuring parity between physical and mental illness. The contributions to this issue on mental health law profiles differ in focus, with Kurimay and Vizi focusing on such provision in law as exists at present and advocating change for the future, while Lecic Tosevski *et al* demonstrate the complexities of attempting to change the law, something that must always happen in political contexts and with political processes. In this context, the 'Enhancing social cohesion through strengthening community care' project as part of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe appears noteworthy.
